
Michele Swensen is that kind and 
compassionate voice one hears when calling the 
office for services. Michele's presence brings a 
peace and a sense of stability to the ministry  
environment. Michele works in the spirit of 
excellence as she takes the time to talk to those 
in need, inputs statistical data, manages 
QuickBooks, assists with computer 
technology, clerical responsibilities, 
case management assistance & much more. 
Because of Michele’s selfless love for 
people and God, devotion, and willingness to 
serve in any capacity, The Basement Outreach 
Ministries has been able reach out and help 
above and beyond more individuals and 
families in our community. Thank you, Michele, 
for your dedication, sacrifice, and obedience as 
you serve God by serving others.

HONORING STAFF

Dear Friends and Family,

    As we near the end of a troubling and tumultuous year, I want to share 
something very dear to our hearts and central to the work of The Basement 
Outreach Ministries. It is the love, prayers, support and help you have given to us 
to be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus Christ. On Behalf of the Basement 
Outreach Executive Board, Staff and Volunteers, thank you for helping us care, 
love, and provide aid to our community friends, families and strangers. 
    I am reminded almost daily that we have a powerful message to share, a 

message that many need—today, —now, in this time of crisis, the message of 
Salvation to the souls that are still living in darkness. When I shift my 
thoughts on this, the everyday cares and concerns do not seem so 
important. Possibly, God wanted to use our shattered routines to give us 
opportunities to look outside of our paradigm of serving to the lost sheep who are 
still in desperate need of our Savior.
    Isaiah 42: 6-7 “I, the LORD, have called you for a righteous purpose, … a light to 
the nations,… and to open the eyes of the blind. God has called all of us to serve 
Him by serving others. Jesus reminds us that He did not come to be served, but to 
serve. Because you have served by giving generously to us, our ministries will 
continue to serve humanity.  Thank you for your sacrificial generosity.

Pastor Julia Wike, Director

THANK YOU, MICHELE
Michelle Swenson, B.S. 

Office Administrator

WINTER   N E W S L E T T E R

BASEMENT LOCATIONS
805 Terra Alta 

Monday - Friday       
11AM - 6:00PM 

2250 Tod Ave. NE 
4TH  Tuesday

4:00PM - 9:00PM

Trumbull Homes
1979 Hazelwood SE 

By Appointment

Office Phone
234-223-2672

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 944 

Warren, OH 44482

DROP IN PROGRAM
Wed.12:00  PM to 6:00 PM 

Women who are homeless or 
near homelessness. 

Six persons capacity for lunch,  
dinner, and group. 

Health & Safety - temperatures, 
masks, and hand sanitation.

Showers  available 
Pamela Shaner, L.S.W  

Case Management 
Debbie Hayes, 

Women’s Boutique

Donate & Volunteer @ 
www.basementoutreach.com

Questions@ 
basement.805terraalta@gmail.com



Our staff and volunteers are on the front lines of bringing and being the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in our communities. We do this by coming alongside 
those who are struggling with various social, economic,  physical, and mental 
challenges and provide essential resources and support that will help and/or 
maintain health and sustainability. 

The Basement Outreach Ministries has always been about relationships 
but during the onset of COVID it seemed that this important part of 
our ministry was not going to continue. When the pandemic hit, it also 
hindered much of our community outreach as we knew it, but the 
ministries never stopped.  We have found creative ways to  adapt to 
COVID-19 and respond to the new and increased needs in our 
communities. 

An older gentleman's only means of transportation is his bike. When 
the weather is bad, he is unable to shop for  his groceries, so when 
he receives his  box of food, he is always very appreciative and 
grateful. Along with his humble appreciation, the most amazing 
blessing we witness through our growing relationship with him, is his 
amazing strength and faith in God. 

A widower who recently lost his wife, tells staff “you are a blessing" 
as he receives his weekly wellness checks. Staff checks up on his 
general wellbeing and maintains a consistent avenue of emotional 
support and prayer when needed. This caring relationship is what 
makes the positive difference for this man. 

Laura shared that her companion and best friend had just died. She 
was frantic not knowing how she was going to pay for funeral costs.  
After staff made calls to local funeral homes, Oak Meadow became that 
supernatural God intervention to provide services and an exceptionally 
low cost. The Basement Outreach provided the financial support and 
our lady friend said, " I am more relaxed now because he is going to 
be taken care of. God's grace and mercy still amazes me".  

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Our Terra Alta location has been busy!  We 
have created a an outreach system for 
picking up and delivering so that as staff 
receives calls, people can pick up from 
Terra Alta at different hours making 
resources more assessable, and for those 
who are unable to pick up we are 
delivering from our office to their homes! 

There are many people throughout the 
world who cannot afford to buy and stock-
up on supplies. Pray with us that  God will 
provide, food, water, shelter, medicine, 
and other essentials  to those in need. As 
you support us, we will continue to be the 
resource and help to others. Thank you for 
all your support and prayers!



4,738 MEN, WOMEN, 
& CHILDREN SERVED 

WHO DO WE APPRECIATE?
YOU! We appreciate all our donors! Almost every day we get calls 
from individuals and families that are new to us in need of help for 
various reasons such as the lack of resources and the repercussions of 
COVID-19. There are no words to express our thanksgiving to all our 
donors, local foundations, businesses,  the faith-based initiative state 
award, churches, family, and friends, who have graciously supported 
us monetarily and through in-kind donations. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
The Trumbull Memorial Health  Foundation, a component fund of  the 
Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley COVID-19 Crisis  Relief 
and Stabilization Grants $12,500 

Hillsdale Fund, Inc.   $10,000

Nitrojection-Steve Johnson      $5,000

James & Rebecca Fellows         $4,700

FirstEnergy and the FirstEnergy Foundation $2,000

Believers Church $2,000

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to all our monthly, quarterly and one 
time donors who have given above and beyond this year. We will be 
honored to mention you on our soon new updated website! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Attorney Ebenezer Appiagyei
Judge Carla Baldwin 
Dante Capers
Professor Beverly Gartland 

Julie Greene
Janice Hardman, Treasurer 
Dr. Kimberly Jackson, Secretary 
Sumit Kovoor 
Rudy Kubicina, President 
Captain Marvin E. Hill 
Toby Miller
Vincent E. Peterson II
Susan Shafer, Vice President

2021 UPDATE 
STREET OUTREACH is happening once again!  This month we are 
venturing out as two volunteers have joined the mission to reach 
rescue and restore! 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH will continue to meet individuals and 
families whether in the home, on the street, or at the office with 
humanitarian aid Monday through Friday.

DROP IN PROGRAM  on Wednesdays 12:00 Noon - 6:00 PM that 
includes a meal, bible study, women's boutique and TLC!

FAMILY STYLE MEALS are provided each month during grocery 
distribution

GROCERY DELIVERY is available Monday through Friday for those in 
emergency situations.

CASE MANAGEMENT  Monday, Thursday and Friday 
for crisis intervention and referral services.The Basement Outreach Ministries EIN 

46-2840592 is a tax-exempt organization as
described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. All donations are tax
deductible to the full extent of IRS regulations.



Ronita M. Russell 
1985-2020
Ronita loved kids. 
She was involved 
in children’s 
ministry and 
volunteered at the 
Basement 
Outreach Ministry. 
She will be 
remembered for 
her love and care 
towards others.

Mark Lavin 
1960-2020
Mark was a kind 
soul. Mark took 
God’s Golden Rule 
to heart. He lived 
his life treating 
others the way 
that would honor 
God

Robert C. Haynes 
1959-2020

Robert was a 
loving, caring 
man, who was 
always ready and 
willing to help 
anyone who 
needed him. 
Everyone  who 
knew Robert 
loved him.

Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your 

lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

To say that 2020 bought some unexpected twists and turns 
would be an understatement! Some days it felt like we were stuck on 
a roller coaster! But despite this year’s tumult, we know that our King 
and Savior is faithful to meet every need in our lives, and He did just 
that as 7423 men women and children or 3007 families were served 
with various humanitarian aid including 3825 homemade meals and 
of these 2,671 were deliveries to the home! This is miraculous to say 
the least! The Basement Outreach Ministries operated with less and 
reached more individuals and families than last year 2019. Only God 
can do this, and He  did this because of your heartfelt prayers, 
volunteerism, and donations.

One of those unfortunate “twists” although was our decision 
to not hold our annual fundraising banquet. If you have been to one 
of these banquets in past years, you know they are wonderful 
occasions to see the transforming power of God’s love, to hear a 
vision for the future from our communities’ leaders, and to enjoy the 
fellowship of believers and supporters of the Basement.  

As many of you know, our fundraising banquet provides over 
30% - 35% of the funds needed to maintain the staff and facilities. 
These funds were to be allocated for the following year of  2021 for 
the access points for our case management, grocery distribution, 
hygiene product distributions, shelter assistance and community 
services referrals and supports we provide, and for prayer and 
counsel we offer to anyone in need. And our mission—to meet the 
needs of those who are hungry, lost or imprisoned in addiction—is 
core to the message of Jesus Christ (Matthew 25:35-40). But we 
cannot do this work in our community alone; we need your help.

Together, we can continue the cause of Christ in our 
community and bring His message and provision to those who need 
it. Paul says we must seek to excel in giving in the same way we seek 
to excel in faith, speech, knowledge (of God and Scripture), and love. 
Even though we did not gather for a banquet this year, will you still 
consider renewing your giving by donating to the Basement 
Outreach Ministries for end of the year tax-exempt giving?

We serve a God that gave all he had. He gave his only 
begotten Son, and his Son, Jesus Christ, gave his life for the sins of 
the world. If we are growing more into his image, then there will be 
great feats of sacrificial giving happening in our lives as well. Paul 
rejoiced at their renewal of giving. 

Each donation, small or large, will be handled with the utmost 
care, and is eligible for a tax deduction as our ministry is a registered 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. Thank you for your gifts prayers, and 
partnerships which are beautiful displays of your love for our 
neighbors, friends, and strangers. You are among God's Greatest  
blessing.  

Your donation helps us ensure we can continue giving the 
hopeless hope; giving the hungry a warm meal; and above all, 
reaching, rescuing, and restoring lives through the good news of 
Jesus Christ.  Have a blessed New Year.      Pastor Julia Wike
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