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Greetings,

We are facing a truly unprecedented situation as the global coronavirus pandemic is affecting all our 
families, our businesses, our communities, and our way of life. During this time, I wanted to provide an 
update with you on how we are reaching out to continue to provide for basic humanitarian aid at the 
Basement Outreach Ministries.

First, we continue to pray for all people who's been impacted by the virus, either directly or indirectly 
and we plead with the Lord to provide healing and peace at this uncertain time. We also are truly inspired by 
the selfless healthcare workers around the world who are on the front lines working tirelessly to care for 
people in need.

Secondly, we are focused on the health and safety of our employees, families and 
communities. For all staff and volunteers, precautions in place include: regularly 
and thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water or clean them with an 
alcohol-based hand rub, avoid close contact with people who are sick, avoid 
touching your eyes, nose and mouth, stay home when you are sick, maintain at 
least six feet distance between yourself and others, clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe, 
follow public health agency recommendations for using a face mask. 

Because of COVID-19, the need for food and basic personal care items 
have increased substantially with more families in need not only in Warren but 
surrounding communities. Through this challenging time of making sure 
everyone who called or texted for food received help, staff and volunteers were 
inspired by the Grace of God, His courage, protection  and provision that  at the 
end of some very late nights, everyone needing help received it. 

The Basement Outreach Ministries has three pantry 
sites one of which had not been utilized except for community scheduled 
appointments but is now getting ready to be stocked with food for the local 
neighborhood. By renting U-Haul trucks and vans to help get the food out, not 
only to Warren but now surrounding cities that within 4 days in March, groceries 
and basic humanitarian needs were delivered to over 200 families of all different 
sizes with many first-time recipients since the virus. 

Because the Basement is known for its Tuesday Evening Meal, the family style 
cooked meals continued to be provided with groceries.  On four separate days 
of grocery deliveries, fresh pizzas were offered, another day 2 volunteers from 
The Basement cooked and boxed spaghetti meals, the following scheduled 
distribution day a few members from a church cooked and boxed meals and 
lastly 1 volunteer, our chef, cooked a home style meal of meatloaf, mash 
potatoes and gravy with beans and packed them all on site, totaling over 400 
meals distributed to our community.   
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Amazingly, with only a staff and/or volunteers of 2-4 
people on any given day of grocery preparation and 
distribution, trucks are unloaded, grocery bags filled, 
labeled and routed for distribution into the 
community.  Staff and volunteers follow social 
distancing guidelines and wear gloves and 
sometimes masks when dropping off food. Although 
hugs and handshakes are not permissible; a smile, 
a kind word or a prayer from a distance have lifted 
the hearts and spirits of many people.  

In this season of uncertainty for many individuals and families, faith in God, gratitude for the ability to 
serve in this manner and passion towards the hurting and fearful are the driving forces that keep the continued 
mission of The Basement Outreach Ministries to reach, rescue and restore.  Jesus laid down His life for all of 
humanity and The Basement Outreach Ministries are His hands and feet and follow His instructions to do the 
same.  

“Be still and know that I am God” was written in the context of a time of trouble and war; therefore, we 
may consider this verse with that context in mind concerning our current global trouble and acknowledge Who 
OUR God is and be in AWE of His majestic power and might. When such things like a global pandemic worry 
us knowing it is much bigger than ourselves, and our ability to control them feels non-existent; be still and 
know that God is still in control.

Thank you for your continued support to help us help others. If you can provide monetary assistance or 
food and/or humanitarian supplies to help us to continue caring for the needs of our community, it would be 
greatly appreciated. You may give online at https://www.basementoutreach.com or mail to The Basement 
Outreach Ministries, P.O. Box 944 Warren, Ohio 44483. In time our website will be updated with current

As of this time, the September 11, 2020 10th Annual Fundraiser will take place with special guest 
speaker Jomel Aird Director for Victim Services and Human Trafficking of the Attorney General's Office unless the restriction for 

social and/or congregate gathering remains or not permissible. 

You are loved and appreciated, 
Pastor Julia Wike, L.S.W., CDCA, CPS 
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